Greetings and welcome to the pediatric Emergency Department Rotation.

Your Emergency Department (ED) rotation guide refers to your Monday and Friday 1 – 5p and your afternoon ED shifts.  

The Pediatric Emergency Department can be a very chaotic and busy place and it is easy to get lost in the shuffle.  Most attending physicians and senior residents enjoy teaching and want to make your experience productive and worth while.  However, you will have to be proactive in order to get the most of your rotation.  .  

When you arrive to the ED, introduce yourself to the third year resident and the attending.  The senior residents will give you a brief tour of the ED and explain patient flow.  He/She will assign one to two medical students to each senior resident.  You will see patients with the residents and do a history and physical exam with them and then you will present to the attending.  One of the students will present the history and the other the physical exam.  Remember, most teaching in emergency medicine is done at the bedside.  The more patients you see, the more you will learn. If you sit in a corner reading a book you won’t get anything out of your rotation.  If the resident you are assigned to is out of the area or not seeing patients, just go with another resident.  

The senior residents are assigned a lecture to present to the medical students on Monday and Friday afternoon.  If the emergency department is quiet, the lecture will be given under the attending supervision.  Also, if time allows, we will attempt to go over some board review questions pertinent to pediatric emergency medicine.  

We were all at your level once in our career.  Please feel free to ask questions and enjoy your rotation!!!
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